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What’s New at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


Happy Friday everyone! I hope you all had a good week. Spring is finally starting to rear 
its head and I for one am looking forward to at least sitting outside and working. I’m 
feeling a little cooped up, as I’m sure are most of you. Many of you likely recognize that 
Spring is prime auction season and were it not for the COVID-19 pandemic I would be 
sitting on a plane right now flying to Switzerland. As it happened, I’m sitting now in 
Oak Park, IL and finding innovative ways to move forward with my business. A lot has 
happened that makes me question the future of our hobby but there are so many 
positive things in terms of virtual numismatics that give me some hope. All of sudden I 
am able to attend lectures virtually which I was unable to before. I’m a 
master's graduate of the University of Chicago and typically haven’t been able to attend 
any of their awesome talks. Now I’m “attending” a talk, entitled the U.S. presidency in 
times of the COVID-19 crisis. Obviously not coin related but just another example of 
ways to use this time positively. Trust me, there is plenty to be down about, but I hope 
that you all will find ways to learn something new, connect with old friends or simply 
just use the technology that we have to find a little solace in this difficult time. 


Set an appointment with Shanna Schmidt - an UPDATE 

I am still planning to offer virtual shopping with my inventory. Since last week I 
purchased a camera that I can use for coins that will help aid me showing edges and 
details that might not be possible with the normal computer camera. A few customers 
offered to test this method with me and I appreciate that. I decided best to set up 
properly before I test it out so this is an ongoing process. If you are ever interested in 
seeing any of my inventory just get in touch. I’ll find a way to make it happen. 


New Episode on The Planchet (ANS Podcast) 
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The ANS has made a second podcast available. This one is titled Mark Antony: A Rogue 
with Monetary Insight. This 69 minute podcast features Dr. Lucia Carbone and Dr. Katie 
Cupello and is an in depth discussion on Mark Antony, his wives and his political life. 


Money Talks Lecture (ANS) - (16 May) 

The next Money Talks lecture will be held at l:oo p.m. EST on May 16. This lecture will 
feature Dr. Jesse Kraft and is titled Currency with Consequences: Circulating 
Counterfeits in the United States. Remember that you have to be an ANS member in 
order to watch these lectures. Quite a good reason to join! 

Here is a link to the ANS website: 
http://numismatics.org/ 


Roma ESale 70 (7 May) 

There are 1,579 lots in this upcoming esale. There is another huge installment of 
Stancomb material being offered, specifically 184 coins. A major part of the sale is 
centered on Greek coinage. Check out lot 215. Not in particularly wonderful condition 
but a rarely seen reverse type of an acorn. For those that enjoy symbols, lot 251 is a 
Tarentum fouree with a wonderful Silenus symbol on the obverse under the horse. It 
also has a good early pedigree. Lot 363 is a Sicilian bronze coin with the image of Isis on 
the obverse. Not often seen on Greek coinage outside of Ptolemaic Egypt. Lot 426 is a 
lovely bronze coin with a Janus head on the obverse at an extremely reasonable 
estimate. Lot 570 is an exceptional example of a very rare type of Pylaemenes II or III 
Euergetes. Lot 995 is a beautiful quadrigatus at a reasonable estimate. 

These are just a few of the interesting pieces in the sale. Please get in touch should you 
need my help. 


CNG Special Auction 114 (13-14 May) 

The CNG special auction is just around the corner. This is more than just a mail bid sale 
which has a catalog. CNG is making a concerted effort to start a live auction in their 
hometown. I had plans to fly out for this auction so I’m disappointed that I can’t bid live 
on the floor. I’m starting to work with customers on representation so please get in 
touch if you are interested. My terms are good for this auction. 

I’d like to highlight a few interesting pieces: 

Lots 193-237: A nice group of mainly electrum staters of Kyzikos. Kyzikos staters have 
an almost inexhaustible number of obverse dies with mythological creatures and sea 
life. The Kyzicenes were used for trade throughout the eastern Greek world. There are 
several wonderful types and many in pristine condition. 

Lots 380-410: The section on Seleucid coinage contains several from the MNL 
collection. This collection was sold primarily a few years ago at the NY Triton auction 
and subsequent e-sales. Many of these coins have pedigrees that go back to important 
auction sales or private collections. MNL bought many important and obscure Seleucid 
types so if you didn’t get a chance before to buy something from the collection now 
would be the time. 
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Lots 536-544: A small group of interesting weights. Not typically offered and 
historically important in the evolution of coinage. 

Lots 592-604: The muse series is extremely popular among Roman Republican 
collectors. If you are trying to fill a hole in your collection this might be the place. 


Lots 676-703: A rather extensive collection of legionary denarii of Mark Antony. Lot 
697 is apparently the rarest of the series and is offered. 


Lot 774: A stunning Galba sestertius. Finding great sestertii is not easy. Many are 
heavily tooled and smoothed. This example has a beautiful obverse with an absolutely 
fantastic reverse type of Galba with some of his soldiers congregating. 


Lots 854-881: A nice collection of coins from the travels series of Hadrian. Hadrian was 
the emperor known for his extensive travels all over the Roman world. His coins show 
where he traveled and provides an insight into the importance he placed on touring his 
domain. 

Lot 1147: For those that think that Dracula is just a book dreamed up by Abraham 
(Bram) Stoker this coin will show otherwise. A real coin from Vlad II Dracul (Dracula) of 
Wallachia. It isn’t much in the way of eye candy but it certainly is one of the more 
interesting coins in the sale (in my humble opinion). 

If you want to check out the other coins in the sale, please go to the CNG website. 

Here is a link to it: 

https://auctions.cngcoins.com/auctions/ 4 - 9 QBMK/cng-feature-auction-ii 4 


Chris Rudd - John Follows Collection, part II (14 May) 

This is the second part of the John Follows Celtic gold collection. The sale is only 48 
coins but there are some nice rarities available. I read an informative article written by 
the collector himself from the March 2020 Coin News. If anyone wants to read it just let 
me know and I will email it to you. I love lot 16 with the reverse of a gorgon head. Many 
of these coins came into the market through the PAS (portable antiquities scheme) thus 
through metal detectorists. What I like about the PAS is that all coins found are 
inventoried and offered first to local museums. 

Updates to Shows and Auctions - Swiss Auctions (May 2020) 

NAC Spring Sale 2020 (25 May) 

NAC has reported to me today that they will conduct a “no floor” auction on the 25th of 
May. This sale will not follow their typical numbering system and will not contain some 
of the more steller pieces reserved for the floor auction. That said, it should be an 
interesting sale and one worth checking out. The catalog that was prepared for the May 
auction will be kept for the moment in limbo. Once I know more I will report it to you. 
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Coin of the Week 

Maximian. 293-294 AD. Treveri. 

AV Aureus, 5-42g (18mm, l2h). MAXIMIANVS P F AVG, laureate head right / HERCVLI 
DEBELLAT, Hercules standing left, holding club in raised right arm, preparing to strike 
Hydra coiled around his right leg, which he grips with left hand; PT in exergue. 

Pedigree: Ex Fritz Rudolf Kiinker GmbH & Co. KG, Auction 216, 8 October 2012, lot 1259 

References: RIC 9; Calico 4658 

Grade: Stunning high relief and lustrous surfaces. Mint State 

Price: $29,000 

reii24 



Buy Coin 


Maximian was the military might to Diocletian’s political brain. Diocletian had just 
instituted the first tetrarchy where power is divided between four individuals. In this 
case it was two in the eastern and two in the western parts of the Roman Empire. 
Maximian was Augustus of the west from 286-305 AD, while Diocletian oversaw the 
eastern front. Much of Maximian’s early reign was spent fighting battles. Once 
campaigns concluded in 298 AD he retired to Italy. He was pushed by Diocletian to give 
up his position in 305 AD and gave his office to Constantius, another individual from the 
tetrarchy. 

A short time later Maximian chose to re-enter the political game when in 306 AD he 
took the title of Augustus again under his son Maxentius. After trying to depose his son 
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in 307 AD he took flight and sought refuge in the court of Constantine (who was 
incidentally also his son-in-law). At the council of Carnuntum, Diocletian and his 
successor Galerius forced Maximian to renounce his imperial claim. Ever tenacious, 
Maximian once again attempted to place himself as Augustus when Constantine was out 
on campaign on the Rhine in 310 AD. This last spectacle was too much for Constantine 
and finally Maximian was forced to kill himself on the emperor’s orders. 

https://www.shannaschmidt.com/roman~empire/maximian-293-294-ad?rq=rell24 


If you are interested in this coin please click the link above or email me at 
shanna@shannaschmidt.com 

Until next week! 

Shanna 
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